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Morr~ll, Hume, Devlin, Napicr, Bob Cooper) has now re8chcd the 

st&~e ~herc it feels it can make no further ~rogre8s and has 

agreed to report beck to tlle tull Adm:Lnistr'6tion on 17tl: May. 

WhD.c no agreement has been l'et:~chcd or:. '-<n.)' of the four contentions 

lssues 'iih,;.ch th~ sub-committee was set up to concidcr, [l docurlcnt 

on Cot,ncil of Il·clc:.nd f'unctj,cns has been drafted and is described 

b tl C<DLF tltl d t " 11 Y le ~ J as . e maximum the Unionists are prepare 0 eonceue 

on that issue. A copy of the document is attached. On the other 

three issues, the following io the position:-

.§.§s..r;:rSL~tj.f.r.: Unionists e.~e not prepared to implement 

vfit!'lOut Borne !!tcct of opjnion lt
• Irnrnc and D8vL.n have l'ejcctclL 

the re f'f.:r:enduLi cOnCel)t.. 'Phe Unioni,st~) :LVC Gllf,-:;cstu.l t,;;'2.t 

the nc·'t t, <:,,... 'CY"'bly e1'='c+1' onC"' ... ,. _..Itr.,Ju\".,; .. d.... \.., v ...... , not dtle f'ol:' fO'i..~r- yCOJ.'S on 

have not completely rejected this ac a basis for d1501$8ion 

but. Hurne sees VE'l'Y lii.tle hope in it ; 

])ublin and Bclf[lst who v/v uld continue to be paid by and 

rcsponf:Jiblc to their· rcsp8ctive lltinisters. HUIDC a.,,'1G. Dcvlin 

are not prepared to accept that , especially if Council of 

Ireland functions orc to be along the lines described in th8 

attachp.d a.ocmTIe::nt. They seem to feel, however, t.hat there 

is room for ccmpro~ise on this issue ; 

there will be no pm'manent base , at least initially~ 
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-2. It is difficult to predict v/hat the outcome of the Northern 

) 
Ireland Administration meeting on 17th May will be. Hume and 

Devlin ar'e genel'ally pessimistic about the prosT. ects of rEaching 

agreement with Faulkner on phased implementation but they are 

determined not to take any hasty decisions since they see their 

survival as a pvlitical force very much influenced by the manner 

in which the Executive is seen to collapse, if that is what is 

to happen. They say that they are committed to consulting both 

with their Assembly Party and Party Executive and in addition 

~ill consult with the Government here before taking any decision 

\'hicll might lead to a collapse. Two factors which may have a 

bearing on the SDLP decision should be noted. Firstly, there 

are considerable internal strains now becoming evident. 

Paddy Durfy, the party treasurer and important backroom figure 

before and since the pal"ty's formal establishment, told me that 

hc is on the verge of r es igning from the partYt but probably 

not f':·o~, the f .. ssemblJr)i be~2l1se of the f8.ilure to implement the 

provisions of the Sunningdale Agreement, espeCially those l'elatiD.E 

to internment e Seamus Mallon, the chairman of the Asccmbly 

Party, shoved me a letter signed this week by a lar[e number of 

local br'anaIl officer·s, di strict counci110r s and prominent party 

supportel~s viho wish the SDLP to pull out of the Executive befor e 

July "unless Sunninbdale is fully implemented" . The signatoriE.;s 

are mainly from south Down, Armagh , Tyrone and Mallon made it 

c lear that he shares their views . In adai tion there is no dOL,ut 

t hat the Derry (Hugh Logue ) SDI,P as opposed to the Derry 

( John Hume ) SDLP would support that position and the effect of 

all this is to reduce considerably the room for manoeuvre which 

the party leadership might have in its nf:gotiations Vii th 

Faulkner . So far , the backbenchers are not aware in detail of 

the negotiatj.ons but a meeting has been called for this weekenn 

) 
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. 18/19 May) at which the whole matter is to be discussedc 

The second internal SDLP strain inevitably involves Gerry Fitt's 

position as leader. I have obtained a copy of the minutes of 

the Assembly Party meeting of 8th May (attached - please treat 

as particularly confidential) at which a motion was passed 

"expr-essinc concern at his lack of leadership" and at which 

"press statements contrary to party policy" (all of them, I gather, 

made by Fitt) wel'e discussed in detail. A letter of censure Wo.s 

sent to Fitt within the last few days and as might be expected 

his reaction was along the lines "stuff it. I don ' t need a party. 

I ' ve survived in politics without one for ninete en elections 

and I'll survive without one for another nineteen" . 

3.. The coml)ination of the internal strains wi thin the SDLP and 

the lack of progress at inter-party talks do not augur well for 

the futurE; of poweI' sharing but it is important to bear in mind 

that when it comes to the brink there is still the possibility 

that Fa'..i.lkncr may well decide t.o concede enough to enRol e the 

SDLP to survive . There is no doubt that t.he SDLP in general 

is in a ~osition to accept a phased implementation of the 

SUi"1ninGdale AgreernE:mt provided the l)hasing-in pel"iod, esp eci ally 

for the second tier , was not unduly prolongcd , G8y not beyond 

a ycar from now , and provided some immediate concession vms made 

on j.n ternment . 

4. Paddy O' Hanlcn of the SDLP introduced me to Brigadier ROllald 

Broac.hurst ( Faulkner Unioni st member of the i.ssembly fOI' south 
~ l~) 

Down) on 14th Ma,Y and Broadhurst could not have been/ .T2 ciolis 

and hospi tgble . I' 
We talked for about an hour and thol;gh j. t is 

clear tha.t he is not politically cxperienc:ed and thbt his views 

io not reflect those of his purty , they arc at I Cf st worth 

noting . His backGround could not be much further removed from 
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• lorthern Ireland. His fathel" W8S a senior polic e officE.r in 

J 

Palestine and he v:as educat8d there and at Cambridge from \,.'11::"c1'1 

he graduated in the tW8nties Most of hi s car eer was with th e 

Arab Legion of v:hich he was deputy chief of staff ".hen he 

resigrecl in 1949 to retire to a farm in Co. Down which his wife, 

a member of the Morrison linen family, had inherited. There he 

pursues his oriental and clas r ical studies - he h2S written a 

book called "'rhe Tr avels of Ib/fl Juba~r1/ - and) because of his 

fondness for liturgy and cer cmonial)has tal{en a reasona1)1;y 

active i nterest in local Church of Ireland and Orange Order 

affairs. He does not like the Church I s theology ,md describes 

himself as 11 a Chl<rch of Ireland agnc·stic ll
• Equally h e do es not 

Ijke the Orange Order ' s bigotry - he thinks the local lod~e 

has in any event recently expeJled him at the same time as tn c 

local (Glengall Street ) U~ionist Party branch e xpelled ll:m for 

supporting Fnulkner - O'-1t one of his gre.J.test 10v '2s , he s8i (1 , 

wr:-..s droc3Ging IIp j n a good 111u',J suit , a so.sh and lw-"l e r to T):::;rnae 

on the 12 r.h July e 8C}) yco.r . 

5 . He sees the Northern Ire land proLlem ~xclusively i~ terms 

of the " Sh.inner·fj " v t:rs..lS the rest and that once th(;y are dealt 

with by effective military action , evcr~rtll.ing 'j rill be well . 

He say s he is an ar' dent supporter of everything in the 811rm)'ngc.lale 

Agreement and says that ~hatcver the reverses su~fcred by the 

Ji'nulkn8r Unionists since Dccember ~ they mUGt be gentlemen and 

h onour fully an agreement to which t heir l eader solermly put 

his n ame . He looks forward to meeting southern politi c ians in 

t he Council of Ireland ' s second tier and says t nat by and large 

the isl and of' Ireland is fortllnnte in havj.ng "an h onourable 

bunc h of politicians" nor'th and south . 1-1r . Cosgrave waG 

particularly honourable and ho.d gone further then his :::iunn!ngdal~ 

• I... J
f t - , . 11 ' COmml~Gmell In m8Klng the status declaration in ~arcn . He had 
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e also shovm his deter'mi nation in tackling viol enc e b.y "locking up 

every 8hinner in sight". Tha t was all that matter ed. Brondhurst's , 

knowledge of Irish history app eared to be virtually nil. (on his 

side, no do ubt he VIa s shocked) even though I scraped th e bot tom 

of my Latin and Greek barrel, by my ignorance of the classics~ 

His information e.g. on the origins of unionism and the career 

of Craigavon was remarkably vague and at one point he asl~ c d me 

if I would be -:J nd enough to explain to him who that most 

dedicated man Patrick Devlin was referring to when he talked of 

I'John (sic) Connolly socialism". He in, however, clearly commi ttE..cl 

to power-sharing and is making a determined effort to understand 

the other side's point of view. His determination even extended 

to visjting Long Kesh recently where he talked to extremists on 

both sides. The living conditions in the camp he described as 

intolerable. The main point in recording the conversation is 

to confirm the impression we have been getting at second hand 

tbat :::naI1~l of' the people F: .. mllmer is relying on are politicaJ.ly 

liGhtweight! 

6. .At the meeting in Dublin on 13th 1f:ay \Vi tI1 the Horthern Ir·eland. 

Secretary of 8-cate, the Minist.r once morc drew attention to the 

flight of Catholics in the gl'eater Newto;,vnabbey area v,here 

housing intimidation was rife and sectarian assassinations 

frequent (cf. report of my visit to Northern Irelnnd on 28th 

February lIst 1.1arch) and Mr. Rees had renponded by asking fo l' 

further detailed information. I talked to some contacts in the 

area with a view to getting additional material and they 

confirmed that the situation was getting worse and that the local 

RUC continued to be unhelpful. When I returned home on 15th t!.o.y, 

however, I received a telephone call from a priest in Whiteabbey 

to sey that military police had that day moved into the area in 

signifj.cant numbers and had obviously stationed themselves to 

give good protection to Catholics in exposed areas. This wa~ 

the first indication of any official response to the numerous 



TSCH/3: Central registry records Department of the Taoiseach

© National Archives, Ireland

- 6 -
• 

. omplaints made over the lost eighteen months and though it 

is too early to judge its effectiveness, at least it represents 

some pI'ogress. 

Sean Dan10n ... -._--
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The ILL Bxecutive and the Irish Government agree that the Council 

of Hinisters '\I1ill provide the ... orum for consul tation, co-operation 

and co-ordination of action between the ~xecutive and the Irish 

Government in relation to the econOMic and social matters listed 

below which have been identified in accordance with the following 

criteria set out in 1 aragraph 3 of the Sunnin~dale COID.":lunique: 

(1) to achieve the best utilisation of SCClrC8 skills, 

expertise and resources; 

(2) to avoid, in the interests of economy and efficiency, 

unnecessary duplicCltion of effort; and 

(3) to ensure cor:wleMentary J.'3.thel' than competitive effort 

wh8re this is to the advant~ge of a8riculture, com~erce 
and industry. 

Blectricity zene r ation and distrihution 

Tourism 

Carlingford Lough and Lough Foyle 

Specific Joint Industrial Projects 

Study of Future ~ncrbY Heeds and Resources 

Geological Survey 

AsrecLs of Trade P~omotion 

Drainage in bord~r areas 

Aspects of Plant and Animal Health 

Horse Racing and Bloodstock 

Physical Planning / Regional PIClm1ing 

Conservation (nature reserve~, wildlife, marine res0urces) 

I nland ~la t e rvlay s 

Rail\'Jays 

Cross-border roads and brid~es 
::> 

Preservation and restoration of historic buildings 

Pollution policy 

l 
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LEach of the above matters is accompanied by a de tailed definiti on 

as contained in Chapter 111 of the Secre t Joint Report of Offici~ls 

on Transfer of Functions to the Council of Ire1 2nd. In the case 

e.g. of aspects of trade promotion, the definition includes ele~ents 

identified in the Report both under the heading executive action and 

executive decision/ 

15 May, 1974. 
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