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TO MR H1NCHEY 

FROM ROBtNSON. STORMONT CASTLE 

STATEf-.1ENT BY CHI EF M I N ISTER 

THE FOLLO',!JING STATE ME T WAS ISSUED THIS MORNING BY THE CHIEF 
MINISTER OF TI~E NI EXECUTIVE, RT HON BRIAN FAULKNER. IN RELATION 
TO THE STATEf\1ENT ON THE STATUS OF NORTHERN I RELAND ~""ADE TO 
THE DAIL BY MR COSGR.tWE: 

WHEN I WENT TO THE SUi\IN I NGDALE CONFERENCE. I SA I DIN MY 
OPENING STATE~1ENT, BEFORE DETAILED DISCUSSIONS BEGAN, THAT 
IT WAS ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL FOR THE REPUBLIC TO MAKE CLEAR 

' ITS ACCEPTA ICE OF THE RIGHT OF THE PEOPLE OF NORTHERN IRELAND 
TO ORDER THE I R Ol .. lN WFA I RS. 

IT WAS IN RESPONSE TO THIS THAT MR COSGRAVE'S GOVERNMENT, 
IN ARTICLE 5 OF THE COMMU~lI QUE. FULLY ACCEPTED AND SOLEMNLY 
DECLARED THAT THERE COULD BE NO CHANGE IN THE STATUS OF NORTHERN 
IRELAND UNT I L A MAJOR I TY OF I TS PEOPLE DES.I RED A CHANGE IN 
THAT STATUS. 

NO-ONE AT SUNNIf\IGDALE WAS IN ANY DOUBT ABOUT THE MEANIf\.:'G OF 
THIS DECLARATION. IT MEANT THAT NORTHERN IRELAND WOULD REMAIN 
PART OF T.HE UNITED KJ lGDOM UNLESS AND UNTIL A MAJORITY WERE 
TO DEC I DE OTHERlAI I SE ~ SUBSEQUENT EVENTS SED.r1ED TO CAST DOUBT 
UPON THIS INTERPRETATION. A~D MADE IT ESSENTIAL THAT MR COSGRAVE 
SHOULD CLARIFY THE POSITION. THAT IS THE PURPOSE OF HIS STATEMENT 
MADE TODAY. 

IT INCLUDES THESE WORDSt-

"THE FACTUAL POSITION OF NORTHERN IRELA 'D tS,OF 'COURSE. 
THAT IT IS WITHIN THE UNITED KINGDO, AND MY GOVERNMENT ACCEPT 
THIS AS A FACT. I NOW THEREFORE SOLEMNLY REAFFIRM THAT THE 
FACTUAL POS IT! ON OF ,IORTI-iERN IRELAND \'J I TH I N THE UN I TED Kit 'GDOM 
CANNOT BE CHANGED EXCEPT BY A DECISION OF A MAJORITY OF THE 
PEOPLE OF "QRTHEf<N IRELAND.' 

THERE CAN BE NO DOUBT ABOUT THE MEAN ING OF THESE WORDS. 
THE POSITION IS CONFIRMED TO BE AS I STATED IT TO BE AFTER THE 
~,UNN I I"GDALE CONFEl-<E 'CE AI'\D t·W SUBSE~UENT MEET I ~JG VI r TH lviR 
CO~GRA"E AT BALDOM '[Le For< THE FIRST T I HE , A GOVeRNMENT 
OF THE R:::PUE3L 1 C HAS MADE A SOL EMN PURL le DECLARAT I ON ';/H I CH 
J\CCEP'!'(~ OUR RIGHT TO RD<1Alf>-' PART or THE UNITED KINGDOl'v1 FOR 

As LOtS AS THAT IS T~E 1~ I SH OF A MAJO~ ITY OF OUR peOPLE. 
THUS~ Tl i t PRESCN1 lr~!SH GO'l[R!'\~·ir=~Ff LIKE. TH~ FARTll.:..S Fon;vlltn 
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EXECUTIVE HERE. ENDORSE THE PRINCIPLE OF CONSENT WH ICH 
. IS f lED IN SECTION 1 OF THE NORTHERN IRELAND CONSTITUTION 

IT IS HOPED THAT THIS VJELCOME STATEMENT OF CLARIFICATION WILL 
ENJOY SUCH A WIDE MEASURE OF SUPPORT IN THE IRISH REPUBLIC 
AS TO REMOVE THE STATUS OF NORTHERN IRELAND, AS A PRACTICAL 
MATTER. F,ROM THE AREA OF PUBLIC CONTROVERSY. IT IS CONCERNED 
WITH PRACTICAL FACTS AND REALITIES, RATHER THAN WITH LEGAL 
ABSTRACTIONS. 

WE Nm·, AWAIT THE DEVELOPMENT OF OTHER IMPORTANT ASPECTS OF 
THE SU,NINGDALE "PACKAGE" NOTABLY SECURITY, INCLUDING THE 
PROBLEM OF FUGITIVE OFFENDERS. 
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