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'I • I met HCf; srs. Hume, Devlin and Currie t inj_tiall,Y 

tobcthC:J:' and later met Hessrs. HUIPG and Currie sc;pa!. a tc::'~y- . 
. 

I also met a group of SDDP backbenchers 2nd \fith -i;h~~ 

notatle except ion of Hurne whose Vi81¥S ere I'Dco:rdcc1 

separqtely below, SDL? opiniml generaJJy is t~ut 

the c:ul'.cent I'aulLnur Uni.onist 1'83.ction -.is &, pard_c or.e 

the Westrnlnstcr elections. 

stateMent of 4 March (attach8d) was propof8~ by 

Br~dford ~nlO has t2ken hio defeat ~y Kilfcddcr t~dlJ 

~ITcl)acLlan who fceJs tl:1D.-t hi3 I cr:foTmur:c:e ~lf) 1..( Lo.oc1C)~ of 

thc party machine has beEm fOlli~fi. Hu'nting arHI -Ghat !.l.C 

iu -~rJinf' desparately to rescue hi:...: reputat:i Ool1. 

haG in recent dayo comrinced hiG ccllo<lgues 0:..1 J~he 

pro[;1"CSS :i..n imp] ementlJ1r; the Sunr~irJ.c<1ale Af.;reerrl..nt 

"liLhout 'Isome fur.ther lr..OVC ll :from Dub}_i1.l . 

Dunni,lc:'ial e th ough they c1isaf,n: C Q;) '::118. t fUl'thgr l"(,lV 0 

he rc(~uirc:~ froll Dublin . DevJ.in :l.8 convtnccd tl1;). t 

what jn requi~0f jA massi~e actioL on tho borders 

inclL)_d.i.n.c~ incroased overt co·· o,P-"!', .. t1on b8t~ .. 7CU?) the 

security forces on both oides. Gurrie s~a~eG t~is 

vi C\'i' and h2.s no dnubt that a massivG cJ ampclo-'D ()~L tb e 

J'p~ .:'" "'~r.o'·""" ar"QS 'To,'ld 'l"''''''' e J- 'l-l'"' ·'·l--··~O·'.1 -)- ) .. , . ..&.\.1 ... _L"'J. U \ ..... I...JJ ~ . t..:.: }"..t L c.. ... " v [~; u tj) 1J .1' v \..i., L .~lt~ 
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. ' J 0· -(" ., l' 'onN' tl1(> i-1ord0 r . lYlc.1 J (,)"0 vy peolJ.Lt-: lVl nt, a.1. u - - ~ lk: 

claims t hat I. R. A. activit y in the Tyrone/ L:~maGh 

area i s ntill blatantly directed f rcm j·1ol1a gha ... l 2W.'1 d 

larGeJ.:y i : volves f" ly:i..ng c olumns "Tr10 spend tl-TO or 

three vTe eks in the north Dnd then return south 

to ]\':onagh;:m from ,·,here they direct the camp2i[<Yl and 

rest ancl recuperate in prepa ration :rOT' furthcl' 

missions. Where Devlin and. ~'J'rie differ is that 

the latter feels that tackling this problem "'hou ld not 

delay the ratification of Sunningdale since there is 

no reason tor beJievjng th~t whatever measures aTe 

taken in the Rcpublic \·:-i11 be completely effecti.ve 

in dealing Kith the situat.ion. In contl'as t ~ Dcvl::.l1 

1081s -LhD.t '~here shoulcl 18 no question of J:'ati:i:'i.ec,tic'~' 

until there has been a sign ~ fieant imrrOVCdC~ ) ~ :~n the 

situation on the ground, and 11e does net sec that 

the sort of ilIlproveme~t J'0qui:cec1. could. be 0f:f(~ ctive 

Iln'uch before Nay or June It • No ono seems to fool 

th'tt th~: 'i'aciseac;h! c cJ arificatj on (lU 8tatu_ ~. 'Id 1J. :it) 
rt;0_ 

:i.tf3elf be enough to satisi'y }'au.lhncr/l thO'\.1gh thcy 

l'ocomn:c::nd tnat it should Le made aJ.011g the l:i.tlCD a{~rQc( 

of a sweete~ing effect. 

2 ~ By contrc:st , Hu~e takes a totally pessimi.::; t io 

~iew of the situation. He is inclint-d to tIlO opin:Lo 1 

that }i'au]lmer has seen the \·:riting on the vTal.l and wants 

to abandon the Sunni!lgdale agreement since ho nm-,T has 

clear eviclen~e that he moved too fast even fer moderate 

Unionists. 

blawe for the SJ..i.lningdale breakdovm Hill be la j.6 [~t 

Dublin 18 d'Jor and 8:LJ hj G cur:r'cnt actionfl arc r-ti.mec1 

, 
.. ~ I .... 
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at E:nsu:c:i.n r:; that Dublin i'iill 08 clearly s een 8:3 t he 

l'lTecker. The is su.e on whic11 he ".vill evcntUt .. '.lly d:Lr c ct 

his hottest fir8 ~ill be t he impos s ibility of s~ttin3 up a 

Counc~ 1 of Irp.land in any sha pe and no rr.atte t' '.;h, .... t Du.bl:i .. l1 

del:l yers on status, s8cu1'i ty or "exi.:ra.di t ion ll
, F;J.ulkner 

will find a. ree.son to break every thine 011 t.l:f' 001illC'iJ.. 

ITume is partic ... :la,rly emphatic that l'au1kner I El venom 1'iill 

he directed not Reainst London or the SDIJP but at DubliYl, 

},i'aulkner has pl~obably c3.1cula·~E:d - mistakenly accord:i.r~g 

to Huno ~ Cu.1'ric and. DevJ1n - that th.ere is a rea8oi.ahl·~ 

possibil.i ty of retaining pOl-ler sba:cing ,vi th tbe 8DLP \'I!nle 

e.OR!lQmJing the C01.LYlcil of Ireland and if he i:: tc l'et3.irl. L .... l:y 

credibility with a British administration he CULnot affo~d 

lJ:c8ak. In thio s:Ltuation Hume feeJ.s :it vlouJd h) ill·-advised. 

for Dublin to concede in any major "lay to Fau! 'ner at tll''': 

moment but that some gesture sbould be made, partly i,o shmT 

eood frlith to the neH" BritjAh ndmin:iF~i:rD1;i()n :I1)C. nrtly 

as 8. test of Faulkner ' s intentions. GiVe!) t.}Y1G there js 

li LtlfJ room for manoeuvro in the st:-ttus flre'l O M and HlUTle 

!topeR th::d; the Tao:LseF.lch in hl.B cJn:rj ..riCH t 'i OH vl.iJ . .1. CO no 

furt.her than what Has rOUGh] Y ugrc::d :It ni . .ll;Jbor\")l1i~h 

811Q th8 t further poli tic;i satlon in the ~ecuri ty cl ' ('P is 

full of dar..g8rs , H..ll'1C t s "lI~Cl.;[3tion in tho.t n me ve-::y cnrJ..y· 

action ""hould be t8ken in the area currcntly br ... j ne exalJl:l1".,ed 

"oy t:1C CQJ'lmon L<:1.1" Enforcement COIDmiGGioll. ldr'r:lJ 1y the J3r:L.Jcish 

0nd Iri sn QO'"lrernmon ts should announce actiOl: i:l tb~~ next 

tuo/ three ,:.Teeb:: 011 the basis of an interim rcpor''!: fro!!; ':hc 

COIlllni8S1on bu'L :i .. I necessary, both Gov8rIJl(lI'3nt~i should nu w 

not l~eeOrf:mend any specific course of act,ion. In such a 

situ.2.tJ.on, Dub]jn should take the :Lnit:\o.tiv::.. Lmd tultc t'1.c 

necesRllry d ecio:i.oll s ui tll out .L'e~arcll"o 'Lhe Ccm1l'li ss ion! s 
' . 

I 
o • ~ l c. • ~ ~ 
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activit i~.'3. lnsu}ting a fev.' d:Lstj llCu,~Lf3hed loga l J:UL inL.J.'ies 

v[ould be a sr.1all price to }lay for possibly saving the 

Sunninedale package. Assuming that one way 01 anothe~ 

a concession is made to Faulkner in this area in the 

near future 1 a r-~arch date should be eet for th8 :cat i1'ic:"1 t:i on 

of Sunn:i nf.;dale and if Faulkner refused to accept this, 0he 

SDLP would then simply work out tactics for wjthdrawal 

iro::71 power sharing and the SunningdDle agreeloenJv \'li th 

~axiIDum party ,adva ntage to ensure their political survival 

in 1\1' ort._ern Ireland . 

3~ All ill the SDLP remain convinced of the need for 

irnmcdia to Hnd dn.!Illatic 2.ction on endj,.J:G intc)'Ym:~mt . HUBe 

i't-:els tbA. t even in h breakdOlm si tuc:::tion .- ond he (~oe<, 

not envisage inte~:,nHl0!lt as a breaking poJ.nt - th(: Il[lT.~,Y 

would by then have to haye shm'm pror;rcf1s on ending 

in r;ernmont if it Here to surv ive t;hp. bren' c) mm. De""] jn 

mc)')t'ioned "hjnts " f)'om Fuulkncr about1.he pou'Lil l.ility of 

u deal whereby FnuJJ.:nE.:r \!ould suppol"L UlP GD.l.'] , I s dePHD.CI 

to cnd int()r~mcr..t in rct n for a "o1!'rn~tmer!i: frOl'l t}w ~~m,F 

1,0 s.bandon :1£'01' tllO TtlOTileTI t." the COUli cL of Irc1::md. There: 

SC~r,1G no like] ihood of sllch ~~ deal bC"\ 

irrespective savs Devlin of what Carry Fitt mj n,ht be 
if v ,? L 

sayine privately in IJondon or else\oJJwre .. al1(l 1 haV'8 n') 

d oubt that Khl18 the SDLP '''ill take UlI l::vcn [, L ranGer I ,L e 

than hi thert \) on the ending of int ~rJ)mt.H)'t ~~ 1 ay v,ril1 not 

in any oitu2.tion drop the Council 01' lreland aspect of 

the Sunnlngdale agreement . There is a cener3.1 feeling 

0f optimiC'll that the ne1': British adninis-Lratioll \rill be 

more favourably dispooed to ending interrwent thoue;h 

Hume~ 'i'lho h8.d a prbrate meeting i"lith Hr Roes in Belfast 

on 6 ~D.:rch, oai<.1 Lhat, not unexpectedly, Ree:] "7&8 \lcry 

f , • • ·f ... ". 
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careful indeed to keep all his optio!'" open and gave 

no hi::)t of Hhat his current thinking might be en this 

, 

or any other subject. (Indeed ne-VTSmen v,he follc)\'~ed 

Rees during his first day in Belfast s8..id that he 'ias 

very careful to keep his optiol1n 0pE:n on overythl::lg, 

even to the point of saying that the S<mningdalc ag:['nemen~ 

"ms like \lany piece of papcr'; not the lJ.st '·lOrd. ) 

4 ~ In SUIP1J1'iry al'!d tekirlG into account a certain cOl'Jflict 

in the as;:::cl.-,nrnent of the situation us ceen from ,.]j thin 

the par GY f Che SDIJ?! S General posi tio!l seems to be that 

''lE! shou.l d make s ome early concesnion to take ac(:onn.t of 

li'au.lkl1.er I S pont-election state of' shock but th?t };;;.ving 

don::; that 'i.'8 sho"J.ld then moyo quickly (;i'~ho~~ t u tb·~ 

the s:U1cGrity of :F.'a'lJ.lkner' I s commitment to ·l:li3.t 0'[,7CGll,ellt c 

I /\ 
r \ ( , / I I ;. LJ· J { l Cy·\A.,. I "·J'.J.., V- . 

Scan Donlon 
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