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S~ATEMENT BY THE TAOISEACH, MR. LIPM roSGRAVE, IN DAIL ~IREANN.t. 3 p.m., ON TIJESDAY, 21st MAY, 1974. 

DUBLIN AND MONAGHAN BCMBIN ffi, 17th MAY, .1.274. 

Members of the House have asked to be associated with the 
expression of sympathy already tendered by the·Government 
to the victims .f the bombings in Dublin and Monaghan 
last Friday and their relatives. I have received 
similar messages of condolence from the British Prime 
Minister, Mr. Wilson, the Head of the Opposition there, 

I Mr. Heath, -the Chief Executive Minister~ Mr. Faulkner and 
many other leaders of Church and State who have asked that 
their sympathy too should be made known to the victims of 
these mindless outrages and their relatives. 

Nothing I can say will adequately describe the feelings 
of shock and horror caused by the destructioh of hUman life 
and hope last Friday. It was without exception the worst 
single outrage in these iSlands - measured in terms of human 
death and misery, caused deliberately by man agai nst his 
fellewmen - since the end of the Second World War. 
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As a result of the bombings , more than 30 nen , 1l 0ffien and 
chil(t:;.'en c'.l i ve on li'rid8.Y afternoon are nOyT dead . lYIor e 
th~m 100 :tI'C injured . The persons caught up in this 

ca l amity bore no Il1.i?vli ce t ovTards those i'lho destroyed or 
mai!Iled them . Their lives "i'fere no threat to those i'Tho 

treated them as enemies . But because they happened to 
be in certa in streets at certa:Ln tines, they are n u.v 

dend - or disfieured for life . Those responsible have 
realJe ( their grim harvest . 

Whut do they hope to gain? What does a~ly man of violence 
in -chese islands hope to gain? For the blood of the 

im10cEmt v i ctims of l ast Frids y I S outrct.Q"e - and of the " ~ 

victims of sinilar outrages in the North and in bn{,:lcmd 
is on the hdnd.s of ev e ry man w'ho has f:h'ec1 ::... ! !,un or 
discharged u bOTllb in fur-i;hero..nce of t .. le present campaign 
of vio l(~Ece in tb ese islaI1.ds - just a s plainly as it is 
on ':~};G :bends of t ·h.ose iv-ho parl:ed the c C:'~rs and set the 
charges last Friday . In our tiMes , violence cannot be 

contained in neat CONpartments and justified in one cau s e 
but not in another . Those 'who pr.J.ctise it must anticipate 
an answer in kind . Uhat they are creating in the end is 
a 1.vorld "There reason and compas8 i .on a re dead and only 
might is right . To them I i'Tould say that the only unity 
they c.i~~e capable of creating is the unity , in oPPosit i r'n , 
of 0.11 decent men , to their values and methods . 
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I said last Friday that it was on occasions like this that 

we appreciate the dedicated . work of our police, army, fire, 

medical, nursing and other emergency serviceS. The 
., 

Government look for and will give al1 possible support 

to the forces in their efforts to apprehend the perpetrators 

of last Friday's outrage ~ arid .of all crimes of violence in 

this island or elsewhere. 

It ·only remains for me now to ask the H~mse to .rise .in token 

of sympathy with those killed or injured .. . last . Friday and with 

their relatives and friends. 
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