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• 

on 20 Navc~ber ond after a three hour meeting with him wen~ on to mee~ 
os many of ~n~lr AS5e~b:ymen and ~2rty Executive menlocrs as were 

0 ' Hanlon I SeJmu s ~·\2 l.lo n and Frdn k Feel y came to have a :nea 1 wi: h me 
at the Greenan Lodge Hotel in SelfJst . 

2 . Their meeting wlth \iJh.i.telaw ilad , they said , gone vpry vvell. i\t 

about 3 .30 pm he had given them a new document (Annex J.) about the 
allocation of pos~s in vvhat vj!)uld now be call~d tht.? "Adrrinj.stL cion". 
11 !7lernbers of tilt? l/ or.:2.nistr,],,:on" wOuld cOllprise th'2 ExC!c:ul:~.v~ 011 ~ 

6- 4- 1 formula out the IS "Administration !I posts would be ulloc,Jte d on 
a 6- 6- 3 basis , 011 the Unio~i5~S havinq votes in ~he Executive . 

T 'I ;~ ~ 1 .J ~ .; Cl n tor j. " ... r _. • - \.. ... _ 'oJ • - _. I 4. ...,J ~ • ! ~ 

matters in the 19 November document , Wnitelaw made the ~ollowing pcin~s; 

he wO~Jld prob] e:1: 
, . 

I...J :Jl. U 1: to 
the t the agenda for tht:: Ji~cLlssions would illCiu~Jt~ ':."T~':!' ~ o-sner 
than thOSE outlined in (a) to (e); 

func tions ; 

( - para . 6 (e) and 8 would be redrafted to link policing and common 
l aw enf or ccmcryc i 

3. In regard to the issuing of the invitation to the Tripartite 

~ • .L. T ........... -l .... ,. - """"- •. ~.... .: - .: .. ~ .; - - -'- i '1-J 81 n..., LV J n.A II • -.&..1 I...),,).L ..L I' _' . I I If _ L J l.. _ ' .. ..1 t 

P~isley 

wanting t.o do this ; 

(1) l~ rr..i.fJht hr=lp to def'Jse loy·list v iolence if Pai~.:l·2Y '!/er~~ kE:pt 

---- ------
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2 , 
in dn uc~ivc role witnin the political drena ; 

(2) Paisley would prob3bly accept the invitation while Crtiig would 
almost certainly r2ject it . The issuing of the invitation woull 
therefore drive a wedge between them and this might dlso 
contribute to defusir.g loyalist violence; 

(3) it would do Dublin good to have to deal with Paisley cnd 122rn 
the hard way that he was not the "saviour of Ireland" . 

4 . The SDLP mood at dinner was euphoric . The party had agreed that 
the negotiators could accept the new Wni~eldw proposals and they hdd 
further agreed thJt Fitt dS leader of the Pdr~y would deci~e on the 
allocation of the SDLP posts . They would go for Deputy Chief Execu~iv~, 
Commerc.= , !-IEalth _,nd Social Services , invirQ ,rne:nt (clll Nith VO"CCS; 

and EEC affairs and Information Services (without vote). They ~ere "n 
such good i"Of.'f!1 thJt many of ~heiii de,.:ided to :]0 dO'-'i[) for J c.:2.cbr_ i.\.::~ 

nl~ht ' s drinking in a pub in Ncwry ! 

5. I conveyed the above information orvlly to the Minister on my 
return to Dublin late on the evening of 20 Ncvember . Arising out of 
this (mo oLher' fJctors , the Minister sent the attc1ched letter (r4.rmex 2: 
to Paddy Devlin by hdnd arid i1: reJched him before the Session of th~ 

inter- party talks which begc..n at IQ . OO -.! . IT~ . on 21 November 19'13 . 

6. I returned to . Bel f a,st 9n .21 JNov~l7lber ~ . IT: . ..:lIt-? by pre-- Jr rC1 ngcmen t : 'j ""-'R;tif! (l.W'-f.J~k. J.r:r? ~Vlc.h p..{-~CR."t'1\Cv\I, , J ohn HUr.1e managed,,{to slip the attdched document (Annex 3) and note 
( .\ 4) \Jnncx I out of t he meet ing and havl2 it con" e"{ed to Qe at SDL P hecll:-
qu~rters. I telephoned the text of both to Mr . C. V. Whelan who g_ve 
me the text of a decision (Annex 5) which hvd just bee!l conveyed to hi~ 
by the Minister . Hune telepho~ed SDLP headquarters to ensure thJt : 
had got his docume~t and message and I read the decision to him quickly 
pointing out that it had , of course , been ~aken without the up-~ o- d~te 

information now dv~llcble . He unJert~ok to take it into acccunt 
gcnerelly but soid that it was likely that the rest of the d..:lY would 
almo3t certainly be exclusively devoted to the numbers gdme on which 

- - - ---- - ----~---
-- ----' 
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had given edr1y warnings that he was going to be very 

dif-icult .. 

,. . I \ \".l 
" 

Se5n Donlon 

21 JJovember , 1973 . 

l_ 
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