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_ NORTHERN mELAND: QUESTION A - 'liES INfIrm ABOUT THE UBE 
OF FI REARMS 

Tho folIo ing is the text of a ques ion to and answer 
b - the Minister of State for Defence in the House of Commons 
on WedneSday I 26 M~ , 1971; extracts from supplementary 
ques tionS and a.rtswers are, also shown •. 

ttMr Kevln McNamara asked the llinister of CItata for 
Defence , whether be would make a stat,ement a.bout t he nature 
of theoroers concerning' the use of :firearms .by Her Lajestyt 
troops in Belfast. 

Lord Balnell: Fire may be opened by troops v en it is 
judged necessary to do so to aye life or when t'irearms have 
been or a.ppear likely to be' .used against the security 
forces or persons whom 1 t ls t heir duty to protect . . n 
this context a. firearm inoludes such weapons as grenades, 
petrol bombs and gelignite . 

~fhenev-er pra.ctica.ble an oral warn1n , preferably by 
loud hailer! is given . There are, however, circumstances 
in which so dlers are empowered to fire without giving an 
oral warnlng_i essentially when a. warning i. S 1 mp:rac t1 ca.. ble 
or when any aelay could lead to death or serious injury 
for the soldier himself or people whom it is his duty to 
protect . . 

It is of course the requirement of' the common law that 
when a.cting in support of t he civil power a. soldier shall us 
no more force t han is necessary for the accomplishment of 
hi s immediate task . 

Mr cNarnara: . ay I take this. opportunity I t hink on 
behalf of the whole House t to express our sympathy to the 
fami lies of the people who have been tragica lly killed and 
injured in Northern Irela.nd I particularly to the f ami ly 
of Sgt .• Wl11et· wbo aoted yesterday in a most cour.ageous way? 

What the Ri ght Hon. Geneleman said ls very different 
both in tenor and in substance f rom what was said yester~ 
b3 the Prime Minister of Nort lern Ireland , who seertled to be 
mOllS intent on unifying his own party than in bringing help 
and succour to the communi ties there . ~ 111 the Rt .Hon. 
Gentleman confirm that , if what the Prime 1nlster of 
Northern Ireland said was corJ)ect,. he conceded victory to 
the Provisionals , whioh none of us could want , and brought 
encoura.gement to peo·pl e who want t o see further bloodshed 
in Northern Irel and? i ll the Rt.Hon Gentleman a lso 
confirm that Brltl-sh troops are not advised to fire warning 
shots! 

/ Lord Balnell: 
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Lord Balnel1: 1 join in e Xpresslng sympatb.Y t o those 
who were hurt . I n part! cular I P8.¥ ,tr1 bu te to c; gt . 
Wi llet of , the Third Parachute Battal1on~ and Inspac,tor Nurse 
of the RUC . whose brave action in shieluing the by-
standers and children undoubted.l,y saved their 11 vas . In the 
case of Sgt. . 111et, this was a.t theoost of his own lif e . 
and I of'f.erthe .sinoerest condolences, al' the . whole HOWle to 
his WI dow Md relatives . " . 

I understand that the rime Minister of Northern 
I reland. has this afternoon made a clarifying statement to 
remove any possi ble ambigui t ies . he position of the two 
Governments 1s ,? the same . 

In answer to the third question, warning shots are not 
resorted to by t~9 Army. hen ~he Army opens f i re 1 t is 
at a target and 18 designErl to 1~1 11 . 

Mreorge Thomson:e on this side of the House 
assooiate ourselves with the, expressions of sympathy 
voioed by, the Minister and my Han " f.I'iend to the widow 
and chi Idren of t he P ergeant who was ki 1100 t am to join 
1n the tributes · 0 the superb courage shown by the 
t ergeant •• • " 
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