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The Vanguard l eader, ;,ir . Willi am Craig , teld a meeti ng of the 
South - ~'; est iVlo nday Club at the Ho use of COTInOnS in Vwstminster last 
night that they Viere going to have a civil war in Nort he rn Ireland 
and he , hims elf, could mobilise 80 , 000 rne n who would net "see any 
comp r omise in Ulster" . 

In an hour-long speech, wh ich was fre quently incoherent and 
repeti tious, Nlr . Cra i g sa id: "We are p r cpa red to come out and 
shoot a nd kil l . I am prepa r ed tn come out a nd shoot and ki ll . 
Let us put the bluff as i de . I am prc;pa red to kill, and those 
beh ind me will have my fu ll s uppo rt" . 

He said tha t the Secret ary for :::ltats , i,lir . ;'Jhite l aw , had said they 
we re on a colI is io n course . tIe a ccused :vir . Whitelavv of setting 
them on that course a nd dec l ared that th e y would ship the Secretary 
of State a nd everything he rep r esentod out ef Irel a nd . 

Mr . Craig said that 'nore than 60e peop le had d i ed " because of 
the stup i dity and irreso lution of the Briti sh (30vernmont " l and 
p r ed icted that by Christma s the numbe:r 0f deaths wou ld have reached 
more than 1 , 000 , 

He told his audience of 50 peop l e t hat it was time the British ;)eople 
fa ced up to lNhat wa s happe n ing in Nor thern Ir e land . They must a sk 
why peop le "'."lho are more Br itish t han you can find in Engl a nd or 
Scotland " vwre inv01 v c:d in :; uch tu rmc i1. The reason was that the 
forC E'S that should ha ve de f c'ndf;d froedoiil and democracy ha d f a iled 
the country . 

It was be cause they had had to fi ght f or mo r e than 50 yea rs for what 
peopl e in Britain t ook f o r gra nt ed , thJt the y were unf or g iving 
and could no longe r accept " t hE? ru l e of the es tablishment" . 

They had a l wa yS thought t ha t the i3rit i sh way of life Via s br,st 
pr e served within the United Kingdom ~ but now there wa s a bi ~ ques t i on 
mark <'vel' that p roposition . ThE!)! were not "out cn the ground" in 
crder to preserve the union . The y had been betrayed by the Briti sh 
Gove rnment, he declared . 

The)' had be on set, r,ir . Croig said , en a course of civil war . 
" i'ie accept it, we will fig ht it a nd we wi ll win it" . The y resented 
and wou ld r es ist an y att empt to deprive them of th eir British heritage . 

It was ri d iculous f ~r the p res ent Government tn t ell them to come 
round a tabl e and t alk about a new Constituti on acceptab l e to t he 
minority . As l eader of the " grea t est l oyalist 0rgor11sation in 
Ulster" , he could td l th em that they would not t a lk. They had 
bee n bombed a nd shot at and the y we r e r Es olved to take no more . 
They were not going to aba ndon whut the y be lieved in orde r "to 
maintai n an empty Unio n Jack . We are going to take our cross 
out of your fla g if you do not honour your obl i gations" . 

The y were s ay ing " no " a nd th e y we r e saying " no" from strength . 
He s a id he kn~w tha t th e peop le t c whom he was speaking looked 
to the r esu lt of the b3 110t box , but he looked to the result of 
bull ets not bu llots . The organisa ti ons that he r ep r e s ~ nt ed had 
p r oduced "the grea t est g~ th e rings of people in the United Ki ngdom . 
en th r ee occas i ons he had cc.lled cut mo re .than 100, 000 peop l e . 

/ 
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They had marshalled forces now that would defy any edict of the 
pr es ent Brit ish C'overrn 'tent . 

Mr . Cr a ig s a id th2t they woul d dd (02 t a ny cff orts of t he B riti.:"~ h 
Gov ernment . They wa nt ed to p r e s e rve th Eir British he ri ta ge and 
wa y of l ife , but t hey we r :: no lo nge r preparc,d to tn l e r a t e " the 
imp ossib le situc, tion t hat you r C;ov ernment has i mpo s ed upon us" . 
"They we r e prepar ed to fight a nd d ie" . The y want ed to remain 
British, but they we r e not go ing to surrender . lvlr . Heath 
and iVlr . \iJhitelaw could make up the ir minds th a t wha t ever 
they proposed "has no rel a tion to what happ ens on the ground". 

He said that he, himse lf, could de feat "any surrender by the 
British Government a nd I will de f ea t it " . The y wou l d not 
accept the propos a l to hol d l oca l e l ections, but wa nt ed a 
Genera l e l ecti on . They had shown Mr . Heath t hat he d id not 
govern Northern Irel a nd . If t he British Gove rnment d id not 
come quickly tn its s e ns e s, thG y would go independe nt . He 
beli eved that they would become independent a nd t ha t in that 
condition the y would be more British than the British. 

"We are prepared to die for what we believe in ") he s a id . 
" I come as a man who be li ev e s in something a nd I knc,w it will 
not be decided a t the ball ot box . My decis io n wil l not be 
in t e rms of ballot but of bul le ts . You a r e l oo ki ng a t a man 
whn has been shct a t. v~e a r e go ing t o ship Mr . v\h it elaw 
and all he r epre s ents out of our ccuntry". 
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