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I ssued by the NORTHERN IRELAND INFORMATION SERVICE 

Events in Londonderry ove r the past few days have given rise once again and have 

b een dGsigned to gi ve rise t o t ension in our community. We have seen again tho 

deliberate creati on of disorder and acts of l awl essness 17hich ca n not be 

tolerated i n any democrat ic soci ety . 

Already '."le see, in the wake of th::;se ev cDts, the at t empt to creat e , by i rresponsible 

s t a t ements ~ an atmosph er e of 8ympachy for the 1m/breake r ancJ. host ility towa rds 

t he security forces . V!e have seen thi s h3.ppe n before , rrhon t he bomoer, the 

gunman and the common crimina l has met t ho inevita'ble c onscqv.cnc0s of his 

act i ons , whether in the courts or in the vi ol enc e cf tho streets . 

Tte trouble in Londond'3rry '7rhich I deplore has led t o the deut h of t \W 

civilia ns and i n j ury to 001'13 than 30 mOl~lbors of the ~1 ecuri ty forces . S1.nce l ast 

Alonclay the security forcos have b0en at t a cked ni ghtly by gunfire , nedl bombs , 

petrol bOl!lbs ancc othol' missiles . These att a cks 1.11' 0 the l'8SUltS of the 

machinc,tions of evil C10 n nh o , for thei r o\m selfish purpose s , ni sh to emb roil 

t bis whole C'olilmuni ty in conflic t . By thei r Qcti on s they h:w-) delibera t e ly put 

at risk lives and property i n a ci t;y ':lhich, abov,-, all e ls8 needs pea ce and 

constructi vo effort to achi ,;ve great e r prosperity. 

Throughout this diff icult p.oriod , the s ecurity f orces have act ed Hi th the 

g r eat est r(~straint . Their duty, under the l uv; i is to pr ev ent the CODt:li ssion of 

cri n'::: with the minimuD use of forc e . Under v:l c i ()"~:s [me. sust c:.ined !ltt::1Ck they have 

at all tiDes striven to r ostor e the pea c e in accor dance wi th tha t pr ecept . 

I, cmd h or e I ar,l sure I havo the support of right thinking peop l o evorYrlhere 1 

c ondemn out right those >:,r ho hav,", or gemised and i Dplomented thG violenc o in 

Lor..donderry? I condeon ~choDe oisguided people who 9 by spiri til".g av{8.Y an i :';J UTE-d 

Dan probably contributed to his death; a nd I appeal to every r esponsible per son., 

whatever his class or creed, t o act with r ost r a i nt Etnd c or.ltnOnSense i n the clays 

ahead. 

9 J u ly 1971 
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