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T elef6n 

""'Telephone 
} 52971 

Seol aon fhreagra chun;
!r' .-!-"',""any reply to : - ) 

-.. 
---./ / / 

AN RUNAI 
(The Secretary) 

faoin uimh ir seo ;
( quoting ;-) 

28 September 1970 

Dear Dan 

~11 n01l1n 5nOt~f e~Ccn~C,(\ 
Department of External Affairs 

b~lte St~ Ct1~t, 2. 
Dublin, 2. 

I enclose herewith a copy of a r eport of a meeting with 
some members of the Central Cit i zens Defence Committee, 
Belfast. I wish to dr aw attenti on to item (v) which 
is a partial answer to the suggestion made to the Taoiseach 
by Mr . Conaty and Fr . Murphy some time ago. 

I f the Taoiseach approves the idea in princ i pl e it could be 
left to us to negotiate the detai ls. 

Yours sincerely 

D. O' Sullivan Esq. 
Assi?tant Secretary 
Department of the Taoiseach 
Oublin 2. 
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~---------------------------------------------------------------------- --~, 

Several people from the :entr al Ci tlzens Defence Committee,. Belfast 
were . In Dublin on Thursday a f'ternoort ( 24th l't:e launc h the booklet 
"L·aw{ 7) and Orderslt . I invited t hem t o meet me in exder to ave 
a general Qorrv',er sation at this point in t tme on several subjects. 
Mr .. Small accompanted me., The v i sitors were Mr .. Paddy Devlin M. P . , 
Ve~y Rev. f'l' . Padraig Mur phy and hI$ assistant Pt' . TOrle"%', Mr. r om 
conaty t Mr . La.r.gey and another member of t he Conmi t tae . 

The ma in subjects discus s ed we:r:~ t he following! 

( 1) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

( iv) 

the booklet itself~ On this we ~ xpl'essed the 
opinion that the tone 'of the booklet WaS unfortunate . 
The facts 1n the Falls Roaciease Were a sufficient 
lndic:tment in themselves and add in9 emott 'on to them 
damaged rather t han helped thecaee . All t h0se 
present agreed with thIs assessment a1 though ther e 
was an obvI ous reluctance to be teo critical of the 
author , Sean 6g. 6 Fearghail) who i ,&' in fact Mr . Mi c hael 
Dolly . (His contl'ibutlcm of aforeward under hi s own 
name V',f(H~ in t ended to. give the impression ,that he had 
not written the whole booklet ); 

we enquire d as t o Whether a r eport would be p blished 
on the events :tn the a r ea of st . Matthew' $ Catholic 
Church on the weekend before the Falls R. oad t'c u:r few 11 

during which three Protestants and one Catholic: lost 
their lIves . It seems that a r-eport on this W¢lS 
prepar,ed and copi es were fiiJiven t.o the Ca.rdinal and 
Mr . Burroughs some weeks ,ago ' but th at no further action, 
has been taken on it ~ We may be (lble to obt aln a c opy. 
Our b sic inter,es:t in this matter d~rives f r om the 
assessment We made in July that the st ~ Matthew ' s Church 
lncident 1s th~ k ey to \r4hat happened on. the Falls ROad 
a week later. It still rema:l,rI's important, in OU(t 
op 0100.", to obtain the full lacts on t at lncide nt fo r 
future reference: 

the opinion was expressed b y the Belf ast people that 
the remature ret i rement of eneral Fr eel and was largely 
brGlJ ghtabout by his hanElling of t hesituatiort in f!ast 
Belfas t and the I..o\:val' Palls .Gad at e nd June/beginn ing 
July . T ere is no doubt a~ al l about the genui ne shock 
f elt n ~ he LOVier Falls Road hy the t{c urfew " and 
attendant circumstances . RelatlonSbetween the people 
and the British Army in the area up to that time had 
been quite, satisfactoll'Y ", I n eonnecti on with our 
cxi't1clsms of the t one of the booklet the quest ion 
waS raised as to whetheF we would buy some copies . In order to s how our interest :to the matter we ag reed 
to recommend the purchase of 500 copies fer appropriate 
d i et r i t i on . In the partie '.II a1" C aS9 of ,this booklet 
the sales will besch as to pay for the c ost of 
p.I'Oduct i on and prObably le.,ave s '?met~ ing over for the 
l egal defence of "J90ple caught 1n the '~ c\Jrfew tt . It 
is proposed to fight t hese .case s all the way through 
the courts as t here i$ good reason to believe t hat 
the t1cur fewl'l WaS 111e9a1; 

we were told th t Independent Distributors Lt d . , 
which is owned by Independent New5,papersLtd • • had 
refused to handle the booklet . Th e Sol f ast group 
are c onsidering their atti tude in relation to 
Independent Newspaper s Ltd . arising 0ut of this 
unexpected refusal; 

/ .. 
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;{v} the. $Ubj&ct Was rais ed of unequal treatment by the 
p'oli,ce as bebleen the Catholic and Protestant c:ommunities 
and similar alleged inequalities of treatment in the 
Magistrates Courts . On this we s uggested th at proper 
studies b& made by qualified people in an utterly cl inical 

~ and unemoti onal wa y. Su6h st Udies shou l d be 'published 
)~ v..~ and submit ted to, among others, the British National 

~.a .. g()~"o.: ·:U",,- Council of Civil Liberties . We were ta sked if we would 
...., -~ '. finance this . In reply" bearing in mind the prop osal 
I~ ~...,..,.., made by Fr . Murphy and tvIX' • .. onaty to the Taoiseae ,some 
~1~ ~,Jj..1/o~M> time ago., we incHcated that we would c onsider purchasing 
'INvI~ W' ~ t~ a suffi ci.ent numbeT of G,op i eso£ such publ1c at _lons as _ 
k ..:-~ iott would go a reasonable distance to paying for t~eil? actual 

.~ :Il (lH,'p~~If~ e.ost . . We recommend that this pro osa1 be s er lously 
V '«J' 14" ~ •. '. ,co~~icler!d . and th?t w! be auth?xl sed to negotiate on t~-e 

.. /;...,u. ., M;f ~ ma l.'ter wlth this 1.0 mlnQ . Th,l.S, wcmld answer substantIally 
~EY t~ . W~I the pr oposal put to the Tao,i.seac h by Fr . Murp~y and 
~1--1J'1 '~-11<.0 lJa: . Conaty and we woul d have contr ol of th e k l nd of 
~ f;rt<VA /1/G0.~ J material publi shed . It is at prac t i cal suggest ion and 
~~ '-'1 a method of h@lpiflg the minority in the Ncrr t h without 

I" p. 1fI_ r appearing- to i ntervene unduly in t he situat I on; 
~~¥-.... J.. ~Iq 10 

(vi) I had a few pr i vate W{)l'ds with Paddy ,evlin i n r egard 

(vii) 

(vii 'i ) 

to the Social Democrati c afHi Labour Pal'ty. He tol d mG , 
without prompting." that the visit by Gerx'l Pi tt and· 
himself to Dubli.n to sa·a members 0 '[ the Irish Labour Party 
had been de$.igned to keep certain nat i onalists out of the 
new. pa rty e . g . Mr . H<Gdel'iek O·Connor M.p. (This c onfirms 
what Burne told me earlier ) . He is not keen on Eddie 
M<t Ateer either . He s aid th at James Doherty, Cha irman 
of the Nationalist Pa~rty , is in, favour of the new paxty 
and obviously Mr . Devl l n has no stl' ong objection to 
adhesion b y pe opl e like Mr . Doherty . He xegards the 
ploy as having been successful but does not intend to 
establis'h any formal l i nk wit h t he Irish tahour Party . 
Their connect ion would be confined to frateInal visits. 
and the like . t his subject :r said th at . in my 
pe'rsonal opirlion . 1 t would be uo."", ise for the SDLP to do 
other than c rea.te friend! y relations with th '9 Gover nment 
of the day in Dublin . Mr . ' vl in had been to see 
Bernadette Dt~vlln two weeks ago and asked her abou t her 
attitude to the SDLP. She did not :rebuff him but said 
t hat she would not make up her mind about her a ttitude 
for six months (some time aqo Mr . Frank McManus M. P. 
said exactly the same thing) . 

the grolJP are not ha ppy about the replacement of Sir 
A..t'thuX" Youfl9 by a serving sen l or off ieer of the RUe . 
Thei r view is t .hat " in the abs ence of an outsider 
breathing downthel::r necks. the, RUe wil l r evert to 
its ace ustomed role of protecting Un i onism rather than 
impar.tially se r v inq the' community a$ a whole . The 
group mGntioned seferal indications of RUe partiali ty 
i ncluding doctored evidence t o t he ~') c arman t r ibunal . 
Cle arly they have no confiden c e i n a.n RUe whose c 1 iei 
officers can be hr ought under local pre ssuxe; 

there is equal l y little c onf i denc ,s in t he mi nority 
representatives on the police authority. We sug ge s ted 
t hat .. as a matt er of ord inary practi ce , the Opposit i. on 
pol itical leadership s hould kee-p in constant touch with 
rninGl'ity representatives on authorities otai! kinds 
so as to be' able to bring influence to b~al: on them 
to counterac t the obvi ous pressures exercised by the 
major i ty on the authorj.ties . ',te ment i oned the possibili t y 
that if minority represent .atives on the p€ll ice authority 
had been. adamant about w placing Sir ArthuX' Young from 
outside i t wO'.lld have been extremely difficult and 
probably lmpos sibl e .to ~ gnore t heir views . In ~u:r.rent 
circumstances t he mino:n ty representatives ave in fact 
a blocking rol e if t hey care to eX~tc ise it and 4.,0 s o 
with intelligence . 
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