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BRITISH INFORMATION SERVICES 
Economic & Political Affairs Division 

April 22, 1969 POLICY STATEThlliNTS 

20/69. NORTHERN IRELAND 

Mr. James Callaghan:fs Secretary of 
State for t ,he Home epartm~n~in 
the House of Commons on April 2~ 
'969: 

The following brief statement on the weekend disturbances in 
Northern Ireland and the response of the British Government to the 
Northern Ireland Government's request for aid was rr~de by the Home 
Secretary, Mr. James Callaghan, in Parliament on April 21. 

"In the early hours of yesterday lnorning two serious 
attacks were made on important public utility instal­
lations in Northern Ireland. An electricity pylon was 
damaged by explosion, and trunk water mains were blown 
up, seriously reducing the supply of water to many 
thousands of homes. Last evening the Northern Ire13nd 
Government requested the assistance of military units 
stationed in Northern Ireland for t he specific purpose 
of supporting the loebl police in safeguarding certain 
key installations essential to the community. 

"/The Bri tisW Governmen~ i~ed.iately au~horj.sed ~he 
trenAro.l Offl.cer command1.ng Norther n Ireland to g~ve 
such assistance, and t:-c'oo ps are t oday being posted to 
safeguard ce rtain i n stallations in renlote areas ••• " 

Mr. Callaghan remin,ded the House that it had been the GovernTD.ent' s 
intention to resume discussIons wi th the Northern I reland Government 
fo llowing the rece:nt General Elect ion there, and this had now been agre ed. 

ft ••• I expect a me eting Lwith the Prime Minister of 
Northern Ireland, Captain Terence O'Neil17 to take 
place at a very early date.tI 

/Questioned 

/ 
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Questioned about the l imitations placed on the actions of the 
British troop~ the Home Secreta ry said t~ey would remain under the 
control of their commander. 

"As to their role, it is a p~ssive rol e in the sense 
that they will be requil 'ed to safeguard the instal­
lations, of which they will be in charge, and to use 
the minimum amount of force nece s sary if any a~tack 
were made on t hose installations." 

In response to a f urther question about employment of the troops, 
T,Ir. Callaghan said: 

"There is no question of , their being used actively 
against any element in Northern Irelal1d. What they 
will be required to do will be to repel any criminal 
or terrorist attack upon installations that are essen­
tial to maintain the life of the community ••• " 

Four special reforms on matters that had been the subject of 
c0mplaint last autumn had already been introduced in Northern Ireland. 

ttFirst, there is the machine ry for the investigat ion 
of grievances. The Bill to establish a Parliamentary 
Commissioner has been introduced. Secondly, on local 
authority housing, the new circular has been issued 
to place the scheme on a readily understood and pub­
lished basis ••• A limited reform has been made of the 
franchise ••• Finally, the Northern Ireland Gov~rnment 
have appointed a Commission of Inquiry LInto the dis­
turbances last October and sinc£7 under the chairman­
ship of Lord Cameron." 

Replying t o a suggestion that the attack2 on the installations 
were distinct fronl the civil rights movement, Mr. Callaghan said it was 
for the police to try to .allocate respons ibility. He went on, 

"The whole House will unite in saying that no constitu­
tional progress can be made against a background of 
violence. That must apply to all elements in Ireland. 
It is not for us to preach to them, but I am sure that 
those in Ireland who wish constitutional progress to 
be made recognise that it can be made only against a 
settled and peaceful background." 

A later question referred to the prospect of the outbreak of civil 
war, to which the Home Secretary agreed that the primary aim must 
clearly be to avert any such prospect. He added, 

EF:pc 

"I do not think for a moment that that is a probability." 

Bu~ order having been mainta ined, 

" ••• parallel with that we must ensure that proper con­
stitutional progress is made, that grievances are 
settled, and reforms are introduced." 

END 
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