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An eye-wi tness report from Derry by Seamus Br ady 19th August, 1969 (Tuesday) 

27,000 persons ~ more than ha lf the po pul ation of Derry - are living tn ~ state 

of siege behind barricades in the Creggan, Lecky Road, and Bogside districts of 

the City. This is t he area that in the pa st week has come to be known by those 

who live inside it us . "Free Derryll. 

These ~ re the people who for three days in the pa st week - on Tuesday, We dnesday 

und Thursday, the 12, 13 2nd 14th of August, 1969, ~ defended this area aga i nst 

attacks by ar med Royal Ulster Cort stabulary using armoured cars and teat~ga s. 

What happened in Derry during t hos e three da ys and since is one of the most 

r emar kab le episodes in ma n·s fight for fundame nta l rights and freedom. It 

WaS Cl re bellion by unarmed civili ans led by a civilian committee. 

It was a r ebe llion in which no politica l group has bean involved. 

The Derry Citizens' De f enc e lissociation consists of around 12 persons, most of 

them middle .... aged men who ar C? in business in the city. They include shop~keopers, 

profession2l men, artisans, sa l esmen, shop ma ncgers, and a number of unemployed 

men. Ona of the comt:1 i ttee is 2:. Pr esbyteri 2. n. Two of thera are ex-British servic emen. 

One of the l atter is an Englishmu n ma rried to a Derry girl. 

They h2vs deli ber2 tely ' avoided involvement with political groups with in the cit Yo 

Despite the cl a i ms made by the Six-County Governr.1ent, the I.R. 1-~ . has no hend or 

part in the r ebellion that has t 2ken pl ace in Derry City. 

llr rns have not been used c: t any stage by the def enders, though they haVe? acc ess to 

a small store of ar ms theyhave r efused to us e them. The only occasion on which arms 

WGre used Wf:: S whe?n ~CO R .. U ~C. ri 0 t-squ~d police follOl;/ed by 200 Pnisle;yi tes vlearitlG 

steel ho l lilets '·:r.l.(1 ; ~r r.·led with WOOd311 s t eel .... poir.t ed s-t 'J.ves, ·li~ (12 ~-'.n a.tto.c]c 011 

Hedne sday' ni:3ht up Great James' Street towardG tho Catholic Cu.thedral . of Saint 

Eugene~ Shots we re then fired from behind the police and at least t wo of the 

defenders were wounded. 

The de f enders in Derry roli ed on petrol-bombs made l argely from milk bottles 2nd 

strips of cloth with ~etrol which was freo ly sU9pli ed by gar ages inside the area 

2nd brown sugar us ed to t:1ake the bomb "stick". V'Jhen they ran short of brown sugar 

they used D2z, Orno 2nd other det ergent powders which was supplied free? from shops 

and superma rkets within the a r eCl • . The only other wea pons were paving stones t aken 

up from tho street corners and broken into small pieces fD~ throwing at police. 

ht the moment inside the barric ade s each stree t corner has its pile of stones ready 

for further attack 

The/ 
~ . . , 
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The Defence ,\ ssociution produc8 their own da ily nGWS bull :.: tin on a duplic Cl tor.. They 

issue p& sses for access through their barricades, signod by mOwbers of the committee 

of the hssociation. 

During the battle they set up, and are still ma inta ining, two casua lty clearing 

posts manncd by five doctors and h2ve two ambu1 2nc es Gupplied by the Knights of hlo lt2 

operating inside the crGa~ In a ddit~on a number of gas trea t ment centres W2r o set 

up .. 

The adaptability of these peopl e is a stonishing~ Within an hour of t he first attack 

by C.S. (riot~ga s), instructions had beon run off on the duplicatrr and set up in 

the area on "what to do if you are g2. ssed".. Today the citizens huve in r eadiness 

1,00 gc:\smasks made from rubber goggl es VJhich were bought in se aside r esorts during 

the last week in parts of Donega l and brought over tho Do rder quietly. The se are 

rubber goggl es that peo ple would WG2 r swiraming. The f,1C' sk is com:J leted by strips of 

cloth with ribbons to tje uround the f uce, thes ~ being dous ed with lemon j uice or 

vinegar and wa ter. In the instructions issued throughout the ar02 during the 

ga s a ttacks the notices sa y: lie. s. Can ki 11 inonc lased spac e .. Ther e fore kecI) the 

fl ats closed aga inst gas cClnisters". 

The defence of Derry against ~olic e attacks a s it a; peared on t e l evision and other . 

media gives a wrong picture of whot went on behind the barric~de s. h group of 

tG Gn2gers L12nned the lOa-fee t high fl ats in the Rossvill e street ar Go ~nd pr evented 

police adVancing by hurling petrol bombs on top of t heLj 2, S the y tried to forc e their 

way up the street.. But thousands of middle .... aged men and worJen, and childr en fro li1 the 

age of -seven, and upwards w~ re engaged ma king petrol bombs out of barrels of petrol 

set up a t different points throughout the ar ea, 

Walking through the area today, one notices more middle .... aged women with bandaged 

h~ nds from bUrns than men. 

The de fence commi ttee surnraoned the L1en to battle by knocking on overy door in the 

area and asking nny men inside to r eport to certain points. 

The daily bulletin issued during the battl e is an indic ation of the r esponsibility with 

which the citizens conducted the whole rebellion. Copies of the bulletin are put in 

herewith. They r efer in p~ rt under the head ing 'tResponsibility - we are not an army_ 

We are ordinary people. We are not tra ined to r eact like ro bots as a soldier is. 

It is therefore even Qore i~~orta nt th~ t we should disci pline ours e lves. Thoro 

should be no looting. This is a just struggle and a just cause and looting 

debases the spirit of the cause nnd the people, It causes antagonis~ among our 

lJeople because we begin to think of private gain instead of the coraDon struggle., 

On the pr actic21 side it takes peopla away fr om the fighting. 

"Fori 



Department of the Taoiseach TSCH/3: Central registry records

© National Archives, Ireland

"For the same rea son there shou ld be 0.0 joy-riding in pri V 2 t o cars.. They 

are very badly needed for vital transpo~tetion of mctorials, people and the 

wounded". 

One of the Gxtraol"Clin<lxy result.s of the r ebellion in Derry is the tremendous 

communa 1 spiri t tha t h C\ s .developed among the people inside the b2.Tric aded 

area. 

The Defence Associ ~ tion have organis ed their own police force ma inly from 

youths who fought behind the barric ades and from the roof of the flats. 

There are about 100 of t he se. They ma n t .:10 barric ades from 8 p.m. until 

8. a • .m~ each night. 

The ~ ssociation ~ssues passes written out on its own noteheading ( a copy 

of a pass is put in herewith). 

The public houses in the ar ea h2ve be en r equired t o close a·t t ·he usual 

licensing hours. Looting was ~ut down firmly. On the night of Thursday, 

hugust 14th, when the British troops ooved into the area and police Withdrew, 

the Defence J~ssociation i mrneJ i c:: t .::: l y put out pickots throughout its ur ea 

t o maintain law and order. 

I witnessed one case in which about 10 youths who had broken opon a barre l 

of wino, were drunk and wer o t ulntinga 3ritish forc e of fivo men at a 

b2rbwire barricade . They wer e s ~e edily rounded up and removed from tho 

scene by some of the young dofenders o 

In another case a man 'wont bevserkwi th a 102ded rifle inside the area and 

Was threatening to shoot British troops. He was diser med and given an 

hypodermic injection by one of the doctors inside tho area to caIn him down. 

The virtual leader of the l.ssociation in Dorry is j~lr. P3trick Laurence DohGrty 

a forema n joiner who works for a loc a l Protestant firm. He has ehlorged 

as a s pokesm2n for the citizens. He conducts all negotiations with the 

British military, a long with Sean Keenan, the hssociation chairman. 

The committee me ets almost continuously in Hr. Doherty's house at 10 We stland 

Stroet, Bogside. I have attended me etings of the COi-:1f:1i t tee up to 3,4 and 

even 5. o'clock some mornings. 

IvIr./ .' 
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fvb;. Doherty takes tho view th2t the ,battlo for D<2 rry is now ended 

and os he S2. ys himself "The r est is up to the dipl oma ts". 

Patrick Doherty is not a politician. True, ho is Republic an in outlook, 

but he is not a ~ember of any politica l party and ho is certainly not 

a member of the I.R.h. He is a married man with n l arge f2Dily and 

considor ed to be one of the bost men at his job in re rry ar aa . He 

originally w~s emp loyed ns a f or eman on building sites by the local 

Northern Ire l and Hospitals t huthority but he was brought b2ck at 

increased money by the loc a l contractor becaus e of his worth. 

Doherty t old negltThe l ust thing we now noed in Derry <:l r e armed attacks 

from across the Border or attacks on the British Emb2ssy in Dublin, or 

groups of volunteers moving across the Border in an irresponsi ble way. 

"The people in Derry hove shown that they hc. vo been able to do wh2t the 

Czechs could not do, and wh2t the Hungari ans could not do aga inst tho 

Russi ans. We f ought with our bar e hands and without ar ms and we won"d 

The only need in Derry toda y is for tho Irish Red Cr oss to conduct an 

investigation into f amili es who ar e be ing hard hit bocause their Qon 

f olk Dr e una bl e for f ear of arrest by R.U.C. t o go outside the barric nded 

ar ee; to work, or the Lubour .:~ xch 2~ ng e (which is outside the barric ades) 

to draw the dole. 

I know that the Def enc e hssociation h2S ~ lrG2d y advanced some money which 

it h2s coll ected to needy f 2milies who ar e hit in this wa y. 

The outlook inside the b2rric aded ar ea of Derry is sioply that they 

have opted out of the stormont GovernQentts area. 

I put in here a docuQsnt which Wo S issued and duplicat ed by the De fence 

.".ssociation 2.fter a meeting which t ;)ok pl c:: ce ot tho R.U.C. j:1ilitary 

hendquarters in Derry C1 t Victori a Ba rro. cks botween j\jlr. Doherty and 

Michael Canavan of the Derry Citizens ~ Defence h5soci C1 tion and Colonel 

Todd of the British Military huthority. This me eting took pl ace on 

IIUgUSt 16. l .t th8t me eting, P(J trick Doherty l oi d down the Defence l~s~oci2tior1s 

short term demands 2. 5 follows:-

1. Provi£ion of protective military patrols on the fringes of our area. 

This/ 
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This was asked for be¢ 2USG of f ea rs that the B.-Specials who woul d break 

into the barricaded are2S from the rsa~ whets there were no British 

military p2trols at tho time. Colonel Todd agreed to this request 

2nd British military pn trols.. .. 3.rs now sprend thinly right around the 

barricaded are2 but outside the barricades and behind their own 

bJrricades of barded wire. 

Short term demand No.2. Removal of ~Specinls frora the whole of Dorry 

commission orea. 

I understand that D.-Specials have since been withdrawn from tho roads 

loading from the barricaded area to tho Border and that these are now 

patrolled nightly, a ft er the British Customs withdraw by mobile ~ickets of 

British troops. 

Short term deQ2nd No.3. R2lease of nIl ~ersons arrested in the past week 

for other than criuin2. 1 of fences. This request Wa s tri: nsmi tted to the 

Gener21 Officer Comri12.nd ing Bri tish troors in Northern Ireland but ho. s not 

been acceded to so far. 

Short terra demand No.4. RUC or 1-:1ilitary personnel to enter the Bog side 

or Creggan Greas. 

This request is being acc eded to and is being strictly observed by the 

British military and the R.U.C. 

In their long-tar!";1 or rae.in det110nds the Defence Corami ttee o. sks for :-

1 l~bolition of Storrno nt. 2. Disbandment of B-Speciuls throughout the Province. 

3. An assurance thGt no retrospective punitive action bo taken in connection 

with recent disturbances. 

The stc. tement ends ItWe r em2 in a t war wi th Stormont until these dGrau nds 

are met. We nre prepar ed t o accept impartial military rule for t he time 

be ing." 

When I talked to members of the Committee they Gxplained this l nst domand 

to em. By" i mpc\ rtial mili t ary control "they mOun j oint r;tili t ary pc. trols of 

Irish 2nd Bri tish troops. i3y the phrase "for the time being" they mC2.n thut 

they no longer want to renain under the Stormont GovernQent and wish to 

come u~der the jurisdiction of the Irish Government from Dublin. 

When 0 :: number of Irish Labour P2rty T .D. t s visited the Cl r ea on the 

evening of Saturdoy, hugust 16th (they included Dr. Browne, Cruise O' Brien, 

Ke2ting and Cluskey) I was present when they met the Committee ufter 

traipsing with pressmen through the Bogsirlp. The meeting with the 

Commi ttee took p&2ce in Doherty's house.. They were told that while they 

wero welcome and that anything they could do to educ ate and enlighten the 

British Government would be welcome, at the same time it WaS added n this 

Committee is taking its orders from our Government in Dublin". 

Howl 
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IOIlf did this wholo business stnrt in Derry? It is import2.nt to get 2t 

the root reasons 2 S to why this citizen~~ r evolt took p12ce. 

One must go b2Ck to Saturdr~ y, Octo ber 5, when the civii rights movement 

organised 2 ~ar2de through Derry and across the Craigavon Bridge to tho 

Woterside~ This was bnnned by William Craig, the thcn Ministor of Home 

hffairs. Very few Derry ~eople took port in this pnrdde. Mcmbers of 

the Defence j,ssociation to WhOEl I spoke put the number ~f Darry people 

involved at less than 200. iv10st of tho civil rights supporters came 

from outside Derty. 

But that same afternoon Derry City footbali toam were playing at home 

(':nd some 5,000 men were uttenc1ing the game at Brandywell. When they 

WGrG le2ving the ground word came th2t the R.U.C. were "cracking the 

skulls of the students on the Bridge". The men naturally Qoved towards 

that direction to see whet was happening, but there WaS certainly no 

concerted movement to 2ss i s t ~ tho civil rights demonstrators. The 

ordinary citizen in D2rry is not interested in civil rights. - The only 

civil rights that the average Catholic in Derry w~nts is self-determination 

and an end to the Stormont regime. 

The fact is that the men beh ind this r ebe llion in Derry ~ro mostly middle

aged men who are reasonab le well off, in good jobs, with their families 

r ea red; many are buying thoir homo s and h2vG no ro ason to fight for jobs 

or houses. 

But on the pa rticulnr Saturday afternoon when the men coming from the 

ffi2tch reached the Di2mond they found po lice and civil rightors alroady 

there. polica lost their nerve. Tho riot squad was ordered up 2nd the 

first of the now f amous b2ton chnrges down Butcher Street and under tho 

Derry Walls into the Gntholic quarter t ook place. But for the first time 

in Derry's history, the po lice were ch~ sed out of tho Dog side and back 

into Dutcher Stroet by young men throwing stone s which wore read ily 

available on the building sites allover Bodside. 

The so-called riot squ2d are ordin2ry R.U.C. men who h2ve done riot drill 

in refresher courses given 2t the training headquarters in Enniskillen. 

They are usuo.lly drc::;.ftod into un nr 08 where trouble is expected. 

One shop-keeper in Dutcher Stro3t described that evening scene to me 

when the riot police were seen for the first time in Derry. He was 

standing in his shop doorway when a group of about 40 police appeared with 

steel helmets~ shields and b;::;tons. They charged down the street at a 

group of stone throwers, b02ting on the shields with their batons and 

screeching at the top of their voices to work up their coure-ge. Two 

minutes l ater they came running b2Ck in retreat with the stone-throwers 

chasing them. 
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This was a climati~ m~ment in the history of Derry over the last 
50 years. For never be£ore ha d the ordinary oitiz en~ seen the R.U.C. 

retreating from a hyone . 

From that day the ba ttle between the Catholic people of Bogside 

and Creggan - and the R.U.C. - has gone on continuously. What 
finally outrage d the ordinary citizens of Derry was the savage 

a ttack by the riot squa d police into the Bogside last J a nuary when 
they broke into hous es a nd bea t up people indiscrimina tely. 

A police offic er was s ent in to conduct an investigationo No 

result of it ha s ever bee n announced~ Affidav i ts a nd other evidenc e 

wer e compiled for the Cameron Commissi.on - but it ha s not yet 
produc ed 2ny r eport. 

The pe ople of C thalic Derry fina lly came to the conclusion tha t 
Stormont wa s not prepared to do anything about its police. To the 

,p ye ars of discrimina tion in housing and jobs, the denia l of the 

franchis e in Derry whe r e ther e has not been a Ca tholic mayor sinc e 

1921, they now ha d t hrust upon them m rd continuing hazard tha t 
the ir young men were be ing hauled in willy-nilly by the police and 

beaten up. And there wa s no redr ess a gainst this tha t they oould 

find. 

I have come a cross evidenc e which I can produce in the next fe w days 
by a ffidavit tha t over the past nine months the R.U.C. have behav ed 

towa rds the Catholic citizens with unbridled s ava gery. 

Young men wer e pulled in, beaten up, their teeth knocke d out in 

ca ses, put in c ells for an hour a nd then r e l eas ed on the promis e 

tha t they would "go stra i ght home ". The father of one youth who had 

been thus bea ten told me tha t when he went to s ee a solicitor and a 
polic eman who is Q fri end of his, he was a dvis e d by both to st ay away 

from Victoria polic e barra cks "th8Y would pull him in, b eat him up 
in simila r f a shion and then s ay they ha d never s een him befor e . 

~) 

Chichest er-Clarke s a ys tha t the Apprentice Boys' march in Derry on 
August 12 was "a peaceful affair". There is no doubt that great care 

wa s taken to ensure that the marchers beha ve d with dignity. Each 
club travelled in by bus and W2 S under orders to behave . But the 

trouble was tha t the proc ession took pla ce through miXed Catholic 
a re a s and a t one point it pass ed by the foot of William Street, a 

notorious trouble spot over the past ye a r in Derry ~nd the entrance 

to the Ca tholic quarter of the Bogside. 

Tal 
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To the Ca tholics this was purely a n ,.exercise to indic a te to a ll 

and sundry th2vt the '·O"r.angeme.n .c-ould pa r a de as they liked and ' tha t 

the Orange minority in Derry could a ss ert its domina tion at any 

time . 

Therefore, on the Sunday before the 12th of August - tha t is 

Sunday August 10 - a ' me eting was he ld of a ll political groups 

and organisa tions on the Ca tholic side. It was from this meeting 

that the de cision emerged to entrust full control of the Ca tholio 

a r ens of Bogside , Le aky Roa d and Creggan to the Citizens' Defence 

Associa tion. On the 12th of August, whil e the proc es sion was 

pa ssing through the city, prepa r a tions were going on inside the 

Bogside a r ea to def end it aga inst further a tta ck by the polic e 

which was f eared tha t evening. 

The Apprentic e s Boys' march past the fo ot of illiam Street was 

pure provoca tion. Chichester-Clarke must hav e b ee n awa re of this. 

His brother .Robin, A Unionist M.P. a t Westminister, was pres ent a s 

an observer, ~nd Cra ig the former HomG Affairs Minist er marched in 

the proc ession. In full vi ew of Ca tholic t ee nagers held b ehind 

st eel ba rriers 2nd a polic e cordon a t the foot of William Stree t, 

Orange women did a dervishes' danc e a long the proc ession rout e a nd 

hurle d abus e a t the "Fenians". When stones began to fly, the riot 

polic e were ca lle d out to cha rge up William Street and into the 

Bogside. Her e the first petrol bombs were thrown and the ba ttle 

was one 

One incident indic a t es the responsibility with which the people 

a ct ed during the thre e days of fighting. On the Wednesday evening, 

August 13, about 7.o'c1aak the Defence CC ]3ittee ordered a 

diversionary Qtta ok on th2 police sta tion a t Cr egga n Road. This 

wa s int ende d to reliev e pressure 8.. t Rossville Stree t. 

The polic e sta tion a t Cregga n is inside the barrica de d a rea . Two 

lorry loa ds of polic e , a nd one lorry loa d of B-Specia ls, got through 

to the relief of the barra ck. But the entire forc e was driven inside 

the barra ck and the crowd, by this time numbering 400, pressed a 

fi erc e Qtta ck of p etrol bombs. Elderly women and children carri ed 

bombs to the young men who ha d climbed roofs overlooking the b s.rra ck. 

The 30 odd police men and Specia ls inside would have bee n burned 

a live had not John Hums , the M.P. for Foyle, persua d8d the ~ttacke rs 

to hold off while he held truce t a lks with the polic e . As a result, 
the polic e 2gree d to sta y inside the barra ck and the a tta ck was 

broken off. 

The/ 
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The polic e a r e still inside the ba rra ck. A British military 

pntrol is on da ily duty from 4.p.m. right through the night 

a round ~he barrQck by arrangeme nt with th~ D~ f enc e Committ ee . 

This h :::. s b Oe n chne to prev ent Cltta cks on t h ,,::; polic e 0 

It should be point ed out that John Hume has taken no part iu the 

fi ghting a nd indee d h a s c01~ns e lle_d aga inst violence. 

The position of Miss Bernadett e Devlin; the M.P, for Mid~UIgter; 

should a lso b e understood. She arrive d in Derry just a s the 

ba ttle W2 S b eginning a nd she is followe d around the a r ea by the 

inevi t able COVt;y of photographers. But she ha s not a uthority 

wha tsoever inside the a r ea and indee d if th e wome n insid e the 

barrica de s hQd the ir way she would b e put ou~ . But the younger 

pe ople pa y tribute to the f a ct tha t she did fight a longside them 

a nd for th2 t r C2son she is a llowe d to ca rryon conducting her 

press int erviews ~nd tal~ing a s if s he war e l eading the fight. 

The Defence CommittG8 have t a ken this v ery s ensible a ttitude 

tha t they a r e pr epa r e d to us e politicia ns such a s John Hume 

or 3dward Mn cAt ee r or Miss Devlin a nd t o a llow them to make 

sta t ements on b eha lf of the citizens provide d t he y s a y the 

right thing. 

They ~re using every Qvail~b1 6 means, ther efor e , to ma inta in 

thens e lve s inside the barrica des. 

I think the highest tribute should b e pa id - and should b e 

understo od outside Derry - to the va rious politica l organisa tions. 

]' or example thE; sm~ll but vociferous l ;abour Pa rty g rollp l e d by 

Eamon HcCann. They h 2ve v ery little politica l support among 

C2tholics in Derry., a r e re garded a s Marxist, and c erta inly 

show some indica tion of a cc epting infiltra tors from London. 

But they h2v e r esolut ely subordin~ t e d the ir ~vhol e a pproa ch to 

the Def enc e Committ ee during t he se days. In f a ct the Labour 

group h~s provided the duplica tor on which sta tements from the 

Committ ee a nd the d2ily news bulle tin is run off. 

The Da ily Express report by the ir politica l corre spondent to 

the eff ect th2vt "tro.lblG-mnkGrs who were r e sponsible for anti

Vie tnam riots in London and for the a tta c ks on the London School 

of Economics wer e QIDong thos e inside the Bogside is c omple tely 

without founda tion. It is true tha t Q numb er of students 

( Qb out 20 in ~ll) - Germans, French and others - did show up 

~nd joine d in the fight. Two of th~ m who sinc e we nt outside the 

barric2de s we r e a rrest ed by polic e Qnd h~ve b e en s ent enc e d to 

t errns of i mprisonms nt 0 

The/ 
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10. 
Th statement b~1 the Taoiseach, broadcast over'. television and radio 

on the evening 0:1 Wedriesday August 13th, has had a tremendous effect 

among the people inside :the barricaded area.. 1 was told that grov/n 

men broke down in tears in .the street as they listened. I spoke to 
anothef man, a relative of mine who Vias at home .r ,~ving· a meal on 

relief from barricade duty when he heard the broadcast. He rushed 

into the street shouting the news which everybody already khew. 

"The Irish Army is with us". 

From that moment the defende~s of Derry identified thefuselves with 

the Irish Government and they are prepared to take advice and 

leadership from that Government. 

The people of Bogside and Creggan and the Lecky road areas will no 

lortger accept R.D.C. of any religion in their area, They are 

particularly antagonistic to Catholics in the R.D.C. 

It is important, therefore, to understand that the rebellion which 
took place in Derry was not due to the call for-a civil rights. 

Neither was it motivated by any political phil~sophy. It was simply 

that the ordinary families in Derry had suffered so long from the 

brutalities of the RoV.C. that they decided they were no longer going 

to allow the R.V.C. into their area. This is why they armed them
selves with stones from paving slabs and with petrol bombs. 

Their situation is completely different from that in Belfast, Dungannon 
Coalisland, Armagh or elsewhere in the Six-Counties, where the 

Catholics are not in a majority. 

The suggestion by Chicester-Clarke that there was a concerted uprising 

by Republicans in the Six-Countie s is without foundation. The facts 

are that on the Tuesday night, August 12th, when the police attacks 

were at their height in Derry as fresh reinforcements of R.VoC o were 

moving in 1 'phone calls went out from the defenders in Derry to 

Strabane, Newry and other areas where there ar'e Catholic majol')ittes 

to attempt to draw off the police by staging demonstrations. Such 

demonstrations did take place in Newry, Strabane and ·other places. ' 

But they were purely peaceful demonstrations. At Strabane for 

example more than 500 people blocked the main road to Derry with the 

result that lorry loads of B-Specials who were being moved on Derry 

at the time were unable to get through on the Tuesday night.· 

It is important to pealise that life inside the barricades is going 

much as normal. The milkman comes on his rounds each day. The bread 
vans are moving throughout the area after being allowed inside the 

barricades. The gasman calls to collect from the meters. In the 

evening young men walk with their girls. 
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Bm OlVer it all is an air of uncertainty. TOCi.ay the Def~ence 

Committee has begun to register all the citizens within the area. 

In other words they want to compile a register of the population of 

Free Del"lry. 

They have excellent relations with the British t~oops~ In fact one 

of the secrets they are keeping to themselves is the fact that a 

corporal in charge of the Bri tish troops at But~c'her Gate was born in 

Creggan. 

It is important to understand what actually happened in relation to 

the withdrawal of R.DoC. and B-Specials forces. On the afternoon of 

Thursday, August 14th, shortly after the B-Special constabulary -

8,500 men - has b e en mobilised throughout the Six-Counties, a force 

of between 100 and 200 B-Specials without arms but armed with helmets, 

shields and batons Vias moved up through William Stree t into the Rossville 

Stre et area to reinf orce the R.D.C •. who at this stage after thre e days 

of fighting were finished. The petrol bomb attacks continued from 

the roof of the flats o The B-Specials took up position b ehind the 

R.D.C. in Rossville Street. Then, 45 mi.nutes later, the first jeeps 

of British troops rounded the cornerl at William Street into Rossville 

Street. 

The Defence Association immediately sent a spoke sman forward to the 

barricades and he spoke through a loud haile r to the British 

commander. He a sked that police should withdraw. The police moved 

out of the area. 

There vvas a tense moment on the 'Nalls at Butcher Gate overlooking the 

Bogside area where the police for a moment refused to withdraw. 

Hundreds of Catholics in the Bogside watched this drama on the walls. 

The officer commanding the British troops ordered the district 

inspector in charge of the R.D.C o to take his men off the Walls which 

ove rlooked the Catholic area. The district inspector said "We will 

wi thdraw but we vvill return if you require our presence". Then the 

R,U.C. moved away and the Catholics in the Bogside cheered. Since 

then four British troops have maintained watch on the Walls. 

There are plans in Derry I unde r stand to blow up the Walker monument. 

Ge lignite i s r~ cady but the only deterrent is the fact that there is 

still one Catholic family r emaining the the little row of houses below 

the monument and outside the Walls known as Nailor's Row. I was 

told that when that family is evacuated they will blow up the monument. 
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Extra. troops were moving into Derry on Monday August 18th. They 

are s e tting up sandbag r epla cements on the Cra igavan Bridge . This 

to me is an indication that the y f ear outside int ervention and the 

possible mining of the bridge which would cut off communication 

b e tween the Six-Countie s and the whole are of Fr ee Derry. 

It should b e not ed that movement from the Borde r areas at Bridgend, 

or on the road from Le tterkenny or even ort the unapprove d roads into 

the Creggan and Bogside ar eas is unimpede d by daytime. There are 

on the approved roads only the normal British customs che cks at 

fronti e r posts. But from 6 p.m. on, when the British custom posts 

close, there are British military patrols on the roads in jeeps. 

Ahd in some areas there arc still road blocks maintaine d by B-Speci a ls. 

But it would be a simple matt e rl to move supplie s of any kind in 

daylight ove r the ordinary ro ads or by the unapproved roads leading 

from Grianan into the Creggan area. 

Patrick Doherty is no vi on the t e l ephone at his home . Te l ephone 

nunili e r is Derry 4838. The t e l ephone has b een installed by the 

simple process of running wires from a house nearby and attaching 

a hand s e t. He advise s me that h e will b e ge tting a new numb er 

shortly., This is b e ing done for s ecurity r easons. 

There are Catholic sympa thisers inside the t e lephone exchange which 

is outside the barricade area. 

One of the simplest ways of ge tting through to Derry without going 

through the local exchange is to ring the operator at Bridgend in 

Donegal, since she has an automatic connection with all numbers in 

the Derry are~, . 

End. 
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